
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



  



TOWN OF BASHAW – SAND ROAD 

WASHBURN COUNTY 

 

 Bashaw Township is the second most populated township in Washburn County and Sand Road has the 

highest traffic count of all the Town of Bashaw roads. The traffic count exceeds 450/day which was documented 

in 2018 and is most likely higher today. In addition to Bashaw residents it serves large areas of both Dewey and 

Roosevelt townships in Burnett Co where it also intersects with County H. It serves as a main corridor to the city 

of Shell Lake, parallels Little Long Lake and gives the closest access to SH 63. The road is 4.5 miles in Bashaw 

Township and continues 7.0 miles in Dewey township, all straight but with multiple large hills and valleys. The 

east 1.5 miles bordering the City of Shell Lake was reconstructed and paved with 3” of hot mix 22 ' wide with 2' 

shoulders in 2018.  

 Sand Road has over 65 residences and 95 driveways in our township. The asphalt is riddled with alligator 

cracking, extensive population of potholes, large numbers of sag's/dips in the surface and 2-5-inch-deep wheel 

ruts. There are areas with very deep drop offs on the north side. The asphalt is 34 years old. While the road is well 

ditched there are basically no shoulders on it. The condition of the surface makes it nearly impossible to maintain 

a clean, dry surface in the winter months. 

 

SAFETY History tells us that there have been 2 deaths over the years from single car accidents on Sand Road and 

an inordinate number of cars in the ditch, rollovers and more. To help mitigate these incidents the township has 

given top priority to maintenance and years ago did impose a 45-mph speed limit. Additionally, we completed the 

rebuild of the East 1.5 miles 5 years ago and plans to do the remaining 1 mile to the West after this project is 

complete and funds are available. While much commercial and farm traffic is now detouring around this road a 

substantial amount, out of necessity, continues to use it for service and daily commutes. Some of the detouring 

traffic is using township gravel roads and that leads to other problems. Large vehicles dodging road hazards on 

narrow roads is dangerous for everyone. The school buses are taking alternate routes when possible, causing 

longer routes meaning additional costs and longer bus time for students. The condition of the road is of great 

importance because it also affects the timeliness of emergency services to residents on the road as well as the area 

they serve in Burnett County. 

 

RECONSTRUCTION/PAVEMENT REPLACEMENT As noted above, much of the commercial and farm traffic 

is detouring around this road now but will increase very significantly once the road is improved. To accommodate 

the increased numbers and vehicle size the plan is to add 3-4” of base material, grind it in and top with 3” of 

asphalt. Road shoulders will be expanded to 2 ft and center lines will be painted.  Heavy traffic will include 

garbage trucks, logging trucks, regular commercial carriers, and farm equipment. One large farming enterprise is 

now detouring around the road at considerable expense of time and money but is looking forward to returning to 

Sand Road. Grain truck traffic will expand. Some significant parcels of public property lie to the west that are 

accessed from Sand Road.  Traffic generated can range from logging trucks to Sportspeople using the Clam River 

Wildlife Area and the class 1 trout streams crossing the road as well as daily commuters. There is one gravel pit 

located on Sand Rd. and another just 1 mile south of the Sand Road x County H Intersection in Burnett County, 

both needing an acceptable corridor to Shell Lake.  Other businesses on Sand Road include a firewood processor, 

logging company, tractor auto repair shop and another large 1000 plus cow dairy to the South that uses it to access 

their fields. We are working closely with the neighboring Township of Dewey to the West to help improve both 

safety as well as access to and from both townships.   

 

Bashaw township has 55 miles of road of which 19 are blacktop. The entire road budget is about $130,000/year 

of which most is necessary to cover routine maintenance.  In the absence of this grant, it would take about 12 

years to make the needed improvements to Sand Road, which is already 34 years old. This estimate does not 

include paving any existing gravel roads that should be paved but is currently cost prohibited. That is not an 

acceptable safety risk for all who use the road nor is it reasonable to ask the residents of Bashaw and others who 

use the road to be tolerant of such conditions. .     
  



 



 
 To the Town of Bashaw:  
I'm writing in support of the funding you're hoping to receive for the reconstruction of 2 miles on Sand Rd., West of 
Shell Lake. You may ask, why would the Town of Dewey care if this road is rebuilt? Well, a lot of our ag vehicles, 
commercial vehicles, and families travel Sand Rd. to the East of Dewey. This road is a vital lifeline to our 
community! If we on the Eastern side of Dewey call the fire department, odds are, they're going to be traveling 
Sand Rd. Also, a good chance an ambulance would be traveling from that direction as well. And as we all know, the 
smoother a road is, the faster that those departments can bring lifesaving efforts to the good people of our 
community.  
In closing, I'd like to ask once again that the DOT strongly consider funding this project.  
Thank you, Duane Johnson Chairman Town of Dewey Burnett County  
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 To whom it may concern,  

First of all, I will tell you a little bit about us. We are a family farm including myself and my son. We have 7 full-

time employees and one part-time. We dairy farm and crop farm. We milk 600 cows and have a 1,000 head of 

livestock at 3 other locations. Cropland consists of 2,500 acres of corn, beans and alfalfa.  

Over the past several years Sand Road has gotten considerably poorer. We travel this road daily and can't exceed 30 

mph with our semis or our straight trucks. We have broken several hood hinges and numerous springs, even going 

slowly and holding up traffic. I see mufflers and other car parts laying on the road often. We have tractors with air 

ride suspension and can go 15 mph at best because of the bumps. Our machinery has gotten much bigger over the 

years and if we meet somebody else, we have to stop and get partially into the ditch so others can get by as there are 

no shoulders on the road. It is very dangerous for us and for others!  

Our custom manure hauler will not use Sand Road because of repairs he has had to make on his trucks. He has to use 

other roads that add 5 extra miles per load. He charges $100 an hour. At 15 extra minutes per load that adds up to 

$20-$25 extra cost per load. Multiply that by our 1,800 loads annually and we are spending an extra $36,000 to 

$40,000 every year because of poor road conditions. I can't assign an exact cost to our own equipment, but it can 

easily be a few thousand dollars every year when you figure actual road-caused damage plus the expense of using 

alternate roads much of the time.  

It takes much longer time for us when we do use Sand Road and that is money. Money is one thing, but the huge 

concern is the safety of us and others.  

Glen Albee  

  



  

Shattered Blacktop across entire road 

Multiple patches failed Wide crevices across entire road 



 

Extensive Alligator Cracking 

 

Large Potholes 

2-5”Deep rutting Narrow shoulders with steep drops 


